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Principal results 1997 
In spring 1997 the population of the European Union was measured at 367 million people, taking into account 
only private households. 
- 150 million had a job during the survey reference week, giving, for the population aged 15 to 64 years, an 
employment rate of 60% for the whole EU, with the lowest rate in Spain at 48% and the highest in Denmark at 
75%; 
-17% of people with jobs said that they worked part-time, 80% of these part-time workers being women; 
-12% of employees had a work-contract of limited duration (34% of employees in Spain) 
- the employees working full-time, work in average 40.4 hours per week (41.3 hours per week for males - 39.0 for 
females); 
- 18 million people had no job but were available for work and looking for work, giving an unemployment rate of 
10.8% for the whole EU, reaching 15.0% in Finland and 20.9% in Spain; 
- 49% of unemployed persons had been looking for work for over a year; 
- 47% of unemployed persons had not completed upper-secondary level education; 
- 21 % of unemployed persons were looking for their first job (the figure for Italy being over 50%). 
Figurei : 
Population, activity and inactivity, EU-15,1997 Ξ2 eurostat 
Total population (private households) 














Non - Employees ¡ 
ture 
< 15 years 
■ 
0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 
Millions 
Manuscript completed on = 24.04.1998 
For further information please contact: A. Franco 
Eurostat, L-2920 Luxembourg, tel. 4301-33209 Fax:4301-34415 
Price (excl. VAT) in Luxembourg: Subscription 'Statistics in focus' of all themes: ECU 348 
Subscription 'Statistics in focus' of Theme 3 'Population and social conditions': ECU 85 
Single copy: ECU 6 Catalogue number: CA-NK-98-005-EN-C 
Work status of persons aged of 15 years and more. EU-15. 1997 
Persons in employment 
Total: 150.1 million 
% female: 41.9 
% < 25 years: 11,5 
Part- t ime j ob 
Total: 25.4 million 
% female: 80.0 
% < 25 years: 14.5 
- ► 
- > 
Not avai lable for 
fu l l - t ime job 
Total: 17.9 million 
% female: 82.1 
% < 25 years: 14.3 
Avai lable fo r 
fu l l - t ime job 
Total: 5.0 million 
% female: 72.8 
% < 25 years: 17. 7 
Ful l- t ime job 
Total: 124.5 million 
% female: 34.1 
% < 25 years: 10.8 
Sel f -employed 
Total: 19.9 million 
% female: 22.5 
% < 25 years: 30.6 
Family worke rs 
Total: 2.1 million 
% female: 64.9 
% < 25 years: 18.4 
Employees 
Total: 102.5 million 
% female: 35.7 
% < 25 years: 12.2 
Permanent j ob 
Total: 90.8 million 
% female: 35.2 
% < 25 years: 8. 7 
Persons aged 1 5 years and over 
Total: 303.9 million 
% female: 51.8 
% < 25 years: 15.7 
Unemployed persons 
Total: 18.1 million 
% female: 48.8 
% < 25 years: 25.6 
Unemployed 
less than 1 year 
Total: 9.1 million 
% female: 47.4 
% < 25 years: 30.5 
Searching for a 
fu l l - t ime job 
Total: 7.4 million 
% female: 41.8 
% < 25 years: 30.6 
Searching for a 
Part- t ime job 
Total: 1.2 million 
% female: 81.7 
% < 25 years: 27.8 
Unemployed 
1 year or longer 
Total: 8.8 million 
% female: 50.5 
% < 25 years: 19.8 
Searching for a 
fu l l - t ime job 
Total: 7.0 million 
% female: 46.4 
% < 25 years: 19.8 
Searching for a 
Part- t ime job 
Total: 1.1 million 
% female: 84.5 
% < 25 years: 12.8 
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Total: 135.7 million 
% female: 63.2 
% < 25 years: 18.9 
Does not w a n t 
t o have w o r k 
Total: 119.6 million 
% female: 63.3 
% < 25 years: 17.2 
Wou ld l ike to have w o r k 
but no t seeking emp loymen t 
Total: 8.9 million 
% female: 65.8 
% < 25 years: 27.6 
Seeking emp loymen t 
bu t no t avai lable 
Total: 1. 7 million 
% female: 57.4 
% < 25 years: 33.0 
eurostat 
In certain cases, because of non-response, the sum of sub-categories does not equal the total for that category 
Figure 2: 
Activity by sex and age group, EU-15, 1997 eurostat 
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Figure 3: 
Population by sex and activity status, EU-15,1997 eurostat 
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Table 1 - Labour force survey 1997 - Males and females 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
•1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 
-Activity rate (15-64 years)-% 
Total employment 
-1000 
-Employment rate (15-64 years) -% 
- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration - % 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational level < than 
upper secondary (') 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 



















































































































































































56 818 3 605 
45 747 2 758 
80.5 76.5 























20 387 1 229 
23.5 27.4 
(') Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 
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Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
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-1000 
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-1000 
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- Part-time - % 
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-In the industry - % 
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- employees working part-time 
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-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational level < than 
upper secondary (') 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 
- In education - % 
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(') Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 
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-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 
-Activity rate (15-64 years)-% 
Total employment 
-1000 
-Employment rate (15-64 years) -% 
- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration - % 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational level < than 
upper secondary (') 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 
- In education - % 
Table 3 - Labour force survey 
Total population 
-1000 
Population older than 15 years 
-1000 
-% of total population 
Active population 
-1000 
-Activity rate (15-64 years)-% 
Total employment 
-1000 
-Employment rate (15-64 years) -% 
- Full-time - % 
- Part-time - % 
-In the agriculture - % 
-In the industry - % 
-In the services - % 
Employees 
-1000 
-% of total employment 
-Contract of limited duration - % 
-Contract of unlimited duration - % 
Usual hours worked per week 
- employees working full time 
- employees working part-time 
Unemployment 
-1000 
-Unemployment rate - % 
Unemployment by duration (%): 
-less than 6 months 
-6 to 11 months 
-12 months and more 
Unemployed (%): 
-seeking a first job 
-seeking a part-time job 
-with an attained educational level < than 
upper secondary (') 
Total of non-actives 
-1000 











































































































































































































































(') Only for unemployed aged 25 to 59 











































































































































































































































Population older than 15 years 
-1000.0 
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Explanatory notes 
The European Labour Force Survey was conducted in 
spring 1997 in the 15 Member States of the European 
Union in accordance with Council Regulation (EEC) No. 
3711/91 of 16 December 1991. 
A detailed description of the sampling methods, the 
adjustment procedures, the definitions and the common 
Community coding currently used in the labour force 
survey is presented in the publication Labour Force Survey 
- Methods and definitions, 1996 series. 
Basic concepts and definitions 
All these definitions apply to persons aged 15 years and 
over, living in private households. The concepts and 
definitions used in the survey follow the guidelines of the 
International Labour Organisation. Persons carrying out 
obligatory military service are not included. 
The survey does not cover persons living in collective 
households such as hostels, halls of residence, medical 
care establishments, religious institutions, collective 
workers' accommodation, etc. 
Persons in employment are those who during the 
reference week did any work for pay or profit for at least 
one hour, or were not working but had jobs from which 
they were temporarily absent. Family workers are also 
included. 
In addition, unemployed persons include those who had no 
employment and had already found a job to start later. 
Duration of unemployment is defined as: 
(a) the duration of search for a job, or 
(b) the length of the period since the last job was held (if 
this period is shorter than the duration of search for a job). 
The active population is defined as the sum of persons in 
employment and unemployed persons. 
Inactive persons are those who are not classified as 
persons in employment nor as unemployed persons. 
Employees are defined as persons who work for a public 
or private employer and who receive compensation in the 
form of wages, salaries, fees, gratuities, payment by 
results or payment in kind; non-conscript members of the 
armed forces are also included 
The number of usual hours worked per week 
corresponds to the number of hours the person normally 
work including extra hours, either paid or unpaid, which the 
person normally works, but excludes the travel time 
between the home and the place of work as well as the 
main meal breaks. 
Activity rates represent the labour force as a percentage 
of the population aged 15 to 64 years living in private 
households. 
Unemployed persons are those who, during the 
reference week : 
(a) had no employment, and 
(b) were available to start work within the next two weeks, 
and 
(c) had actively sought employment at some time during 
the previous four weeks. 
Employment rates represent persons in employment as a 
percentage of the population aged 15 to 64 years living in 
private households. 
Unemployment rates represent unemployed persons as a 
percentage of the active population. 
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